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VOLUNTEER INFORMATON & APPLICATION FORM
Many thanks for your interest in becoming a volunteer at Gig Buddies Northdale. 
What’s involved in becoming a volunteer:

1. Fill in this form – please let us know if you have any questions or need this form in a different format.

2. As you will be supporting a vulnerable adult this volunteer post will be subject to a criminal record check known as a DBS. On receipt of your application form we will send out for references. When they are returned we will contact you with regard to arranging a convenient time to fill out an application form to request a DBS. Having a Criminal record will not necessarily exclude you from volunteering at Gig Buddies Northdale and all information disclosed will be handled with the utmost confidentiality
3. All our Gig Buddy volunteers have to attend free Gig Buddy training. The free training covers all parts about being a great Gig Buddy, including:
· an introduction to learning disability and autism

· the barriers that people with a learning disability and autism face in life, and how having a Gig Buddy can help improve their lives

· communication

· safeguarding (keeping your Gig Buddy safe)

· how to make sure your Gig Buddy has a great time when you are out together.

4. The Coordinator will match you to a buddy based on your interests and tell you all about them. If you are happy then the Coordinator will arrange a meeting and come along to introduce you. If everyone is happy then the match is made and you can begin to meet your buddy alone, but if you need more support then we can give this.
5. We ask you to attend, on average, 1 gig or event with your Gig Buddy every month. We also ask you to make contact during the month to plan your next trip. Every month we also hold Gig Buddies socials through our Breathing Space programme, where we invite all our Gig Buddies to get together for an event.

6. Make a new friend and have lots of fun!!!
	VOLUNTEERING APPLICATION FORM (THE BORING BUT NECESSARY BIT)

	ABOUT YOU

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	REFERENCE DETAILS

	Referee guidelines

Please provide details of 2 people who we can contact as referees; to comment on your suitability to volunteer for Gig Buddies.  The referees must have known you for over 1 year ideally  

	Referee 1

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	Referee 2

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	Health

We ask this so that appropriate adjustments can be made to better support you in your role

	Do you have any disabilities or health needs that we should be made aware of?  


	Yes
	No

	
	If yes; please provide details:

	CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

	Criminal Conviction Guidelines 

Gig Buddies volunteers are in direct contact with vulnerable adults.   All volunteers will need to have a police check through the Disclosure and Barring Service before they can start. All convictions current or “spent” (including fines and driving convictions but not parking fines) must be declared.  Please note that this does not mean that all convictions will exclude you from volunteering with us. We will assess any convictions on an individual basis and the DBS will be paid for by Gig Buddies. 

	Do you have/or have you ever had any criminal convictions(s), caution(s), warning(s) and/or reprimand(s)?
	Yes
If yes please give further details:


	No

	EMERGENCY CONTACT

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Relationship to you
	


Do you hold a current Driving License: Yes / No
Are you willing to use your own vehicle for volunteering (mileage will be paid): Yes / No

	VOLUNTEERING APPLICATION FORM (THE FUN BIT)

	MORE ABOUT YOU – we need to know about you so we can match you to the right buddy – don’t think too hard about your answers – just tell us what pops in your head

	Favourite food

	

	Favourite film or TV

	

	Favourite song to sing along to
	

	Favourite type of night out
	

	EVEN MORE ABOUT YOU!! Quick tick on all that apply

	Music – what do you like?
	Films –what do you like?

	Pop
	Hip hop
	Comedy

	Folk
	Classical
	Horror

	Rock
	Indie
	Thriller

	Dance
	Country
	Family

	Musicals/ Show music
	Other:
	Drama

	Sports & Hobbies – doing or watching?
	Live events/ days out – what do you like to go see?

	Football
	Motor sports
	Musicals
	Plays

	Rugby
	Craft
	Stand Up Comedy
	Art Gallery

	Cricket
	Walking
	Museums
	Country Parks

	Bowling
	Other:
	Country shows
	Other:

	A FINAL BIT ABOUT YOU – Why do you want to be a Gig Buddy? 

	Just a final few sentences about why you want to help and what makes you a good buddy. Tell us about any relevant volunteering experiences or experience of people with a disability. Or just anything you would like us to know about you.



Thank you for completing this form. Please email to breathingspace@northdale.org.uk or post to Northdale, Yafforth Road, Northallerton, DL7 0LQ
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