General Election 2019 – Easy Read Guide
There is going to be a General Election on
Thursday, 12 December

A General Election is when we vote for
someone to be our Member of Parliament
(MP)
Members of Parliament (MPs) are people
who:
• Make laws
• Speak up for their local area
• Check that the Government is working
properly
MPs are in different political parties, like the
Conservative Party, the Labour Party, the
Liberal Democrats, the Scottish National
Party and others.

The party with largest number of MPs will form
the next Government.

How to vote
There are several different ways to vote:
• by post
• by proxy – someone else votes for you
• in person at a polling station.
If you want to vote by post or by proxy you
need to tell your local electoral registration
office when you register to vote or before
the 26th November.

Voting at a polling station

Voting in person at a polling station is the
most common way to vote

After you have registered to vote, you will
get a polling card sent to your address.

This polling card will tell you where your
polling station is.

On the 12th December go to your polling
station and give your name and address the
people on the desk, they will give you your
voting slip and explain what to do.

To vote, simply put an X in the box on the
voting slip next to the person you want to
vote for.

Then fold your voting paper and put it in the
ballot box.

Voting By post

If you have told the electoral office that you
will be voting by post, they will send you a
voting slip.

To vote, you need to fill in the voting slip and
voting statement in secret.

Then put both forms in the envelope that is
provided and put it in a post box.

If you are too late to post your ballot paper,
you can take it to a polling station before
10pm on the 12th December.

Voting by proxy
Voting by proxy means that someone else
votes for you

To apply to vote by proxy you need to tell
the electoral registration office by 4th
December.

If someone is voting for you, you should talk
to them about what matters to you and who
you would like them to vote for.

You then need to make sure they go to the
polling station to vote.

Who to vote for

Who you want to vote for is your choice.
No-one else can tell you who to vote for.

When deciding who to vote for, you should
think about what the party says it will do and
what matters to you.

There are lots of big issues that matter in this
election such as Brexit but it is important to
think about other things, such as the NHS or
care as well.

Here is a short guide to what some of the
main parties say they are going to do:

Conservative Party

The leader of the conservative party is Boris
Johnson.

Their main policies are:










Deliver Brexit on the deal agreed with
the EU

£100 billion investment over five years on
road, trains and other services in the UK

20,000 more police officers over the next
three years in England and Wales

£2.7 billion pounds for six new hospitals
and plans for 34 more hospitals

£7.1billion a year more for schools in
England by the year 2022-23

The Labour Party

The Leader of the Labour Party is called
Jeremy Corbyn
They say they will:










Set aside £150 billion for schools,
hospitals and housing
Invest £250 billion in environmentally
friendly technology to start a "green
industrial revolution"

Set a new minimum wage of £10-anhour for all workers

Make free full fibre broadband for every
home and business in the UK by 2030

Hold another referendum on Brexit

They will pay for these policies by increasing
taxes for rich people and big businesses.

Liberal Democrat Party

The leader of the Liberal Democrats is Jo
Swinson

They say they will:








Stop Brexit, which the party argues will
release money to be spent on public
services over the next five years

£20bn a year for five years to tackle
climate change

1p rise in income tax to spend on health
and social care

More investment in schools

Green Party
The leaders of the Green Party are Jonathan
Bartley and Sian Berry
Their priorities are:










£100 billion a year for a decade to
tackle climate change - mainly paid for
by borrowing

Make sure the UK produces no carbon
emissions by 2030

Change the economy and structure of
Britain to be more environmentally
friendly

Create more than a million new jobs
through green investment

Introduce a law to make sure the
people get another vote on Brexit in
which the Green Party will campaign to
remain in the EU.

Brexit Party

The leader of the Brexit Party is Nigel Farage

Top priorities:








Negotiate a free trade agreement with
the EU, similar to the deals with Canada
and Japan
The deadline for this would be 1 July
2020
Leave the EU and move to World Trade
Organisation trading rules if a free trade
agreement cannot be struck

Leave all institutions of the EU and
restore the primacy of UK law

£200bn spending programme on
infrastructure, wi-fi and services for
young people

