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PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EXAMINATION 

GUIDANCE NOTES

1.0
Regulations and Syllabus for the Professional Practice Examination

1.1
The Guidance Notes and Examination Syllabus for the Professional Practice Examination are supplied free when applicants are accepted as graduate members of the Landscape Institute and apply to register for the professional practice examination.

2.0
Professional Practice Examination

2.1
The purpose of the Professional Practice Examination is to establish a candidate’s fitness to be admitted to full professional membership of the Irish Landscape Institute.  The exam is a means of establishing whether a candidate has attained an appropriate level of technical and professional competence in professional practice. 

2.2
Candidates are expected to demonstrate that they are capable of the practical interpretation and application of their knowledge.

3.0
Eligibility
3.1
Candidates should be graduate members of the Irish Landscape Institute or graduate members of another Professional Landscape Institute recognised by the Irish Landscape Institute.

3.2
Candidates should have commenced the minimum qualifying work experience by the beginning of September, 2 years prior to taking the examination.

3.3
Applicants who fail in these two principal requirements will be considered ineligible to take the examination.

4.0
Prior Experience

4.1 Where candidates are graduates of an ILI/EFLA accredited landscape course and wish to take the Professional Practice examination they must have at least 2 years full time experience in order to qualify to take the examination.  The appropriateness of the experience will be judged by the Council of the ILI based on the Work Experience Record Book, which must be submitted by the candidate.  The purpose of the record is in order to assess the extent to which the work experience qualifies the candidate to act in a professional capacity as a landscape practitioner.

4.2 Regular part time work is acceptable provided that it is equivalent in total to 2 years full time experience.  Candidates who are deemed not to have had adequate prior experience will not be permitted to take the examination.

4.3 Where candidates are not graduates of an ILI/EFLA accredited landscape course and wish to take the Professional Practice examination, in addition to 4.1 above the candidate must present a portfolio of design related work for appraisal by the Institute.

5.0   
Recording of Experience – Work Experience Record Book

5.1 During their qualifying work experience all candidates must complete the Work Experience Record Book.  This document is available from the Irish Landscape Institute.  Candidates are advised to start to fill in their Work Experience Record Books as soon as they start work.  (See Sample provided).

5.2 Professional Practice competency will be assessed, by written paper. Where, on the basis of the written paper, a candidate’s results are considered to be borderline they shall be requested to present for an oral examination of their professional practice knowledge.  Where an oral examination is required the candidate shall normally be interviewed and assessed by three examiners, two ILI members and one from another organisation i.e. RIAI or LI, Northern Ireland Chapter.
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