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This is not erosion
It is how the fortification of Dún
Aengus  was built
The cliff was the main defence
The landscape was protected 
with many stones

Tony Williams

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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European Landscape 
Convention

• The true spirit of the European 
Landscape is that there are no 
boundaries….especially administrative 
boundaries which are …. not (usually) 
visible

• lines do not really exist in the 
landscape.

Add to the South ….

Add to the East ….

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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National Landscape Strategy 2015 to 2025
The development of the strategy was assisted by ILI and 
other NGOs, GOs and the public. 

Implementation began and a National Landscape Strategy 
Steering Group (NLSSG) was established in 2016 and 
included Gov. departments, state agencies. NGOs and 
Professional Institutes.

Little is happening at present by Gos but we continue to 
work on ‘ the coalface’

The policies and structures exist and need and need 
revitalising. 

We are available to assist as an NGO and our members and 
others await the implementation.

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/


Irish Landscape Institute
www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com

NLS Round Table 20210225

Our Request for Action on the National Landscape Strategy by the Government.

1. Implementation of Aarhus Convention to enable appropriate structures for 
public participation including the landscape observatory of Ireland 

2. CoE – Recognition of Landscape Architecture as per declaration in 2019 

3. Interdepartmental Landscape team assisted and led by Landscape Architects 
through ‘Cultural Ministry’ as per CoE and UN, and the preparation for the National 
Landscape Character Assessment (NLCA) Mapping 

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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IFLA Europe and Council of Europe 2019
Link to IFLA EU / CoE  report on  Recognition of Landscape Architecture-10th CoE Meeting 2019

The Council of Europe recommended

• Recognition of the contribution of the profession to enable climate resilience

• Professional recognition of landscape architects

recognition of Landscape Architecture 

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://rm.coe.int/council-of-europe-european-landscape-convention-10th-council-of-europe/1680968107
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Council of Europe 2019
ELC_ Recognition of Landscape Architecture-10th CoE Meeting 2019

Wishing to promote the professional recognition of landscape disciplines, including landscape architects, 

Encourages the State Parties to the European Landscape Convention: 

1. to formally recognise the profession of landscape architects at national and international level; 

2. to support a multidisciplinary approach to landscape, through co-operation of all relevant professions in all 

phases of the planning process; 

3. to increase the diversity of disciplines in the training of landscape professionals, particularly regarding science, 

management and planning. 

recognition of Landscape Architecture 

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://rm.coe.int/council-of-europe-european-landscape-convention-10th-council-of-europe/1680968107
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• With the first task of the 
‘landscape team’ being the 
assembly of all mapping of 
the Irish Landscape and the 
Landscape Character 
Assessment Mapping to be 
completed by 2023….as a 
target  (to ensure at least one 
action is completed two years 
before the end of a ten year 
programme which finishes 
2025)

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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NLS Implementation…. From now on ?
The NLCA as one of the next steps……..

• TII have taken a first step with LCA and LVIA guidelines. In conjunction 

with Brady Shipman Martin as contracted landscape practice. This was peer reviewed and managed through the TII publications process.

• Overarching Technical Document on LCA and LVIA for National Roads PE-ENV-01101-01.pdf

• Standards for LCA / LVIA for National Roads projects
• TII LCA / LVIA Standards for National Roads PE-ENV-01102-01.pdf

• We must initiate the process required to undertake a national 
LCA mapping and tie in to Europe. TII have prepared the 
specification and the NLSSG had approved its use in 2017. This 
could be an early action to ‘kick start’ the NLS activities again.

National Landscape Character Assessment 

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://www.tiipublications.ie/library/PE-ENV-01101-01.pdf
https://www.tiipublications.ie/library/PE-ENV-01102-01.pdf
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IEC+N

Linking people and the landscape

IFLA (Global) are involved in 
developing policies at global (and 
local) level ……………

An approach to ecosystem 
management as part of ensuring a 
multidisciplinary approach (starting 
with Landscape Architects and 
Traditional Architects) 

The aim is  the delivery of the 
principles of BGI into the 
implementation of all 
projects…….……and its translation 
into specifications and standards is 
needed.

https://www.iflaworld.com/indigenous-ecosystem-corridors-and-nodes
Website in development

Projects ….in the global landscape
Expressed locally

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://www.iflaworld.com/indigenous-ecosystem-corridors-and-nodes
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Dublin Bay 

https://www.dublinbaybiosphere.ie/

Bull Island, Dublin Bay. 
An Island that grew due to the port development (since 
1821) and a place for nature and walking. 
UNESCO biosphere as the site for my research

Tony Williams Cracow 22 October 2020

Projects ….in the global landscape
Expressed locally

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://www.dublinbaybiosphere.ie/
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IEC+N Current Project under IFLA / UIA umbrella and addressing 17 UN SDGs (Start up and Concept)

Phase 1. Setting the structures in place utilising existing GO, NGO and community resources. Planned as community Led under 
Aarhus structures and assisted by the professional institutes.  

• Linking ‘living Melbourne’ with ‘Dublin Bay UNESCO Biosphere’
Living Melbourne - The Urban Forest
One million, 1,000,000 plus trees planted and ecosystem 
restoration as the ‘norm’

Projects ….in the global landscape
Expressed locally

Aarhus Convention. https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://resilientmelbourne.com.au/living-melbourne/#:~:text=Living%20Melbourne%20is%20the%20cumulative,greening%20across%20the%20metropolitan%20area.&text=Living%20Melbourne%20aims%20to%20create,grow%20Melbourne%20into%20the%20future.
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf
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Trinity College Campus.
The site of the landscape observatory or Landscape Lab(oratory)

….and to be developed in conjunction with other Universities, Institutions and GO / NGO bodies. 

Tony Williams

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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The Landscape Observatory of Ireland

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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• Catalunia as an example of a functioning landscape observatory > 20 years

• http://www.catpaisatge.net/eng/index.php

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
http://www.catpaisatge.net/eng/index.php
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Tony Williams

Ireland is blank in this mapping

EEA Landscapes In Transition

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/landscapes-in-transition


Irish Landscape Institute
www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com

NLS Round Table 20210225

Overall Landscape Component (Theme) Initial Focus
1 Mountains, Moorland and Heath Habitats

2 Farmland / Land Use Agricultural Landscapes

3 Urban / Habitations Transport, Settlements, 

4 Woodland / Tree Cover Trees and Forests

5 Remoteness and Tranquility Dark Skies, Bird song, ??

Main Themes

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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Tony Williams Cracow 22 October 2020

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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File Name

, 

The Harbour Leenane
James Humbert Craig

Landscape Observatories

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/
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File Name

A Connemara Landscape Paul Henry

Go Raibh Maith Agat

Thank You

http://www.irishlandscapeinstitute.com/

