
Entrances to County Cork

Project:  Entrances to Country Cork
Project Team:  Wendy Kirkpatrick + Cathal O’Meara
Stage:   Completed 2018-2019

The client brief was to define the primary entrances to County Cork with a sense of identity 
and celebration. The primary entrances were defined as 
• The North (at Mallow)
• Cork Ferry Port (Shanbally near Ringaskiddy) 
• Cork Airport
• The Southwest (at Halfway)

Each area has a different hook and is represented with different threads from the locality.

Mallow (Images top left and middle).
The gateway at Mallow identifies the town with sculptural steel lettering. The letter’s vivid red 
colour make a strong reference to Mallow and County Cork’s contribution to the War of Inde-
pendence. Looser planting along the main roads soften the harder forms of the steel lettering 
with a mature Liquidambar forming the axis mundi at the Centre of the roundabout.

Shanbally (Upper right)
The proximity to Cork Harbour and its industrial heritage set the context for the Shanbally 
proposal. Materials such as steel and charred wood were used in such a way to elevate their 
function to a high quality architectural context. Maritime planting evokes the proximity to the 
sea, with a restrained palette of coastal perennials contrasting with the architecture of the 
harder elements. The planting within the traffic islands, roundabout and large beds are inten-
tionally restrained to emerge from sea washed pebble. Amongst this shoreline of smoothened 
pebble a hard crust of limestone rock is exposed referencing the cliffs of the outer harbour.
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Cork Airport (middle image and drawing). 
COMLA were requested by the Airport Authority to reflect the proximity of the airport in the 
proposed design. The approach taken features a series of 5 brightly coloured sheets of steel folded 
to provide the step by step instructions in making a paper plane. The forms ramp in a circular 
grassed loop to finish in a final folded steel plane in take-off mode at the entrance to the Airport

Southwest.(Images at bottom)
At the Southwest gateway the design takes inspiration from the “Wild Atlantic Way”  which begins 
nearby. A staggered grid of 19 angular landforms breaks the flat ground plane in alternating forms 
of rock and grass reflecting the jagged peaks of the west coast. Complimentary planting of orna-
mental grasses and Crocosmia evoke west Cork hedgerows and compliment the stylized forms.

Images by Benson Russell Photography/Cathal O’Meara
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Carpinus betulus hedging to
continue for 111m from starting
point shown so terminating at side

See1516-103-SOW & 1516-103

Hedge distance from roadside to

Area subject to minimal vegetation
removal, as per See1516-103-SOW
2.15 / 2.16

Area subject to extensive shrub and vegetation
clearance, levelling works and grass reseeding.

Rhys and Laurel planting to be retained and
under planted See1516-103-SOW for details.

Existing hedge and trees to be pruned.
Hedge to be cut to 1.5m high with clear
distinction between hedge and tree canopy
to be defined.See1516-103-SOW &
1516-103 Specification for details.

Existing hedge and trees to be pruned.
Hedge to be cut to 1.5m high with clear
distinction between hedge and tree canopy
to be defined.See1516-103-SOW &
1516-103 Specification for details.

Carpinus betulus hedging to continue for 80m
from starting point shown so terminating at side
of speed limit road sign.
See1516-103-SOW & 1516-103 Specification
for details.
Hedge distance from roadside to be confirmed
by NRA.

Area subject to extensive grass and topsoil
clearance, levelling works and grass reseeding
See1516-103-SOW & 1516-103 Specification
for details..

LEGEND

Amenity grass reseeding on 200mm prepared
topsoil.

Existing shrubs and brambles to be cleared and
area made good for grass seeding.

Existing grass bank to cleared, levelled and
prepared for grass reseeding.

Existing Rhys and Laurel to be pruned and all
undergrowth cleared.

Carpinus betulus hedging, 2x2 transplanted,
bareroot, 1M high, planted at 5 per M lin.

Existing tree to be reshaped.

Existing Hedge to be pruned.
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Sculpture 3
See Dwg 1516-103 LA-T006

See section A-A
AA

Grass area to
be reseeded

Concrete band
flush to grass, see
Engineers dwg 4119-203

Black Asphalt
surfacing

.

Asphalt top course to be
painted using asphalt paint
See Dwg 1516-103 LA-T004

Retaining wall with
rendered finish in
black grey RAL 7021.
See Engineers Dwgs 4119-201-204

Sculpture 1
See Dwg 1516-103 LA-T006

Sculpture 2
See Dwg 1516-103 LA-T006

Sculpture 5
See Dwg 1516-103 LA-T006

Sculpture 4
See Dwg 1516-103 LA-T006
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Notes
• All grass areas to be reseeded using low maintenace amenity grass seed mix, sowed at manufactures rate, where soil had become compacted by site

traffic and works areas to be turned and aerated with all stones or site debris above 50mm removed before seeding.
• Allow for new pc concrete kerbs to outer edge of roundabout.
• All asphalt surfacing to have a 20mm surface course on 40mm binder course and 100mm sub base layer.
• Asphalt surface to top of earth works to be painted using McConnels 'Fortachlor Q734' chlorinated rubber paint for Asphalt or similar and approved, for

colours and pattern see Dwg 1515-103-LA-T004.
• Uplighting to sculptures using 'Mughetto' adjustable ground light by Light.ie or similar and approved 26W, White LED, widebeam with protective cover to

ensure lighting cannot be moved or re-angled, all ducting and connections to manufactures recommendations, final position of lights to be agreed with
landscape architect.

• Retaining wall to engineers Dwgs 4119-201, 4119-202, 4119-203, 4119 204,  finished with 15mm Kilsaran charcoal grey one coat render or similar and
approved, scraped finish in accordance to EN 13914, BS 5262 and manufacturers instructions, ensuring rendered face is free from all dirt, grease and
excess cemetous materials.

• Concrete band to outer edge of earth mound poured insitu, concrete to be 50mm deep with 150mm hardcore base layer, to engineers Dwg 4119-203.
• Earth mounding rising from ground level to 2000mm high, constructed with hardcore to base/core laid in 200mm consolidated layers with 350mm subsoil

and 200mm good quality topsoil (to BS 3882) to outer grassed face see Dwg 1516-102-LA-T005 and Engineers Dwg 4119-203.
• Grass slope to earth mound to be turfed using 19mm deep standard lawn turf supplied by KMC lawn turf or similar and approved all fixing/pining to

manufacturers recommendations and to be adjusted with slope gradient.
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Time scale for implementation:

Time scale for implementation:
• Deciduous trees and shrubs - Late October to late March
• Container grown plants: At any time if conditions are favorable
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Section A-A , Scale 1:200

Roundabout Layout Plan , Scale 1:200

Roundabout and Roadside Verges Plan , Scale 1:1000

Notes:

Drawing to be read in conjunction with:
Documents: 1516-Specification, 1516-Preliminaries, 1516-103-SOW
Landscape Drawings:  1516-103-LA-T001 Site Location Plan, 1516-103-LA-T002
Existing Conditions Plan, 1516-103-LA-T003 Landscape Layout, 1516-103-LA-T004
Painted surfacing detail, 1516-103-LA-T005 Earth mound detail, LA-T006 Sculpture
details.
Engineers Drawings: 4119-201 Retaining wall foundation layout, 4119-202 Retaining
wall cross section, 4119-203 Retaining wall details, 4119-204 Retaining wall notes.

Site to be surveyed by contractor to obtain levels information prior to commencement of
works. All levels given in relation to retaining wall, earth mound and sculpture supports
to be taken from local ground level.

Any errors or contradictions between drawings/specification/schedule of works to be
highlighted by contractor before tender submission.

For all structural information refer to engineers drawings.

Do not scale from drawing.

Section through Halfway roundabout Scale 1:100

Cork Airport Plan drawing
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Angular berms 1.2M highBLock Planting
See planting schedule Gravel/grass faced mounds

Semi Mature Tree
See planting schedule

BLock Planting
See planting schedule

Me
Malus everest, 20-25cm girth, 2-2.5M High, Rootballed.
For tree pit see Dwg !"#((#%&&)#&'

Ornamental Grass and Perennial block planting
See Dwg !"#((#%&&)#&1

Welded Mesh/Stone face to berm structure.
See Details !"#$%#%&&'#&1&02

Grass turf face to berm structure.
See !"#$%#%&&'#&1

Reinforced grass face to berm structure
See !"#$%#%&&'#&2

Amenity grass.

500mm wide concrete bands flush with ground level.
See !"#$%#%&&'#&4&5

Landscape Key.

Notes:
-Existing precast concrete kerb to be made good / replaced where required to match existing kerb, all build up and haunching to
NRA guides for road category.
-Existing sculpture to be carefully broken out and removed from site to local council storage facility, all foundations to be dug out
and removed from site to a licensed skip.
-Existing signage as to be retained should be protected during works, signage to be removed should be carefully dug out and
removed from site to a local council storage facility and all foundations dug out and removed to a licensed ship.
-Contractor to allow for protecting all services and drainage during works and making good any damage caused by works.

10 Meter circulatory
visibility envelope
Amenity grass

BLock Planting
See planting schedule

Gravel/grass faced mounds


