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Why is NNAP data a hot topic for neonatal 
professionals?

“Neonatal units want to improve, and data helps them to do this.  
NNAP publishes data on rates of adherence to desired care 
practices, and on measures of outcome.  NNAP hope to present 
data on death before discharge from UK neonatal units at this 
meeting.”
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What do you see as being the greatest 
challenge for neonatal professionals over the 
next ten years? (And how can we best 
prepare for this?)

“Maintaining safe services inside and outside tertiary neonatal 
units as professional skillsets evolve and change. Working 
collaboratively together to understand how we can improve our 
services.  Believing the data – and acting on it.”
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How do you make the most of your time when 
attending conferences?

“Talking to people and checking what they heard, and what they 
think about it.”
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Sam Oddie

Sam trained among wise paediatricians in Newcastle and after 
time abroad and time in Edinburgh settled in Yorkshire.  There, 
with his fabulous colleagues, he cares for a highly deprived, 
substantially endogamous population with a complex case mix.  

He is research active in neonatology and leads for children’s and 
neonatal research.  He works for the PRECEPT programme and 
is clinical lead for the National Neonatal Audit Programme –
seeking to facilitate QI in neonatal units.  Outside work he likes 
bicycles, gardens, making things and climbing mountains.


