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2‘Evolution’ not ‘Revolution’
The old The new



Identification: 
Plot and score the observations

• White box scores 0

• Yellow box scores 1

• Pink box scores 2

• Purple box for a critical 
observation – baby needs 
IMMEDIATE review.  
Consider 2222 call.

• Blue box – for 
temperature only, baby 
needs thermal care 
measures



Identification: 
NEWTT2

Refer to appendix 2 
for guidance on chart 

completion

Temperature
Respiration
Grunting
Heart Rate
Colour & Sat
Neurology
Feeds
Carer
Glucose



Information

• Complete the reason & frequency of observations

• Sign, print your name & registration number to initiate NEWTT2.

• Date and time each set of observations.
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Temperature

• Plot the baby’s temperature in oC onto the NEWTT2 chart

• Note whether the temperature is in a white, yellow or pink box

• Note the score for the colour: white = 0, yellow = 1, pink = 2

• If the temperature plots in the blue box score 1 and take steps to 
warm the baby up - re-measure within 1 hour
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Respiration

• Plot the respiratory rate (breaths/min) +/- ‘grunting’

• Note whether the rate falls in a white, yellow or pink box

• Note the score for the colour: white = 0, yellow = 1, pink = 2

• Escalate to Tier 1 and 2 if ANY critical (purple) observation
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Heart rate

• Plot the heart rate (beats/min)

• Note whether the heart rate falls in a white, yellow or pink box

• Note the score for the colour: white = 0, yellow = 1, pink = 2

• Escalate to Tier 1 and 2 if a critical (purple) observation
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Other observations

• Plot the colour/SpO2, neurology, feeding behaviour, parental 
concern and glucose (if indicated)

• Note whether these values plot into white, yellow or pink boxes

• Note the scores for the colour: white = 0, yellow = 1, pink = 2

• Escalate to Tier 1 and 2 if ANY critical (purple) observation
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Parental concern

• It is important that parents are asked if they have any worries about 
their baby and that their concerns are acknowledged

• Any parental concerns should be actively sought with each set of 
observations by asking questions such as:

• “Has your baby changed since I last saw you?”
• “How does your baby seem to you?”
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Scoring

• Enter the total score for each set of observations
• Document :

• The frequency of the next set of observations 
• whether escalation is indicated (see escalation tool) 
• Initial the entry
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Summary
• The total of all the scores is used to 

determine the response to each set of 
observations

• Purple box for a critical observation – baby 
needs IMMEDIATE review.  Consider 2222 
call.

• Mild hypothermia highlighted by blue box 
to prompt necessary measures

• Carer concern now incorporated into the 
score

Temperature
Respiration

Grunting
Heart Rate

Colour & Sat
Neurology

Feeds
Carer

Glucose



NEWTT2

An example
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Matthew

Matthew was born at 35+6 weeks gestation, birth weight 2.32kg (TC baby)

He had skin to skin and latched early at the breast

You note Matthew is now quiet and not waking for feeds at 2 hours



Matthew

Matthew’s observations are shown in the table. 

Observation Value Colour Score

Temperature 36.2 Blue 1

Respiratory Rate 44/min White 0

Grunting Nil 0

Heart Rate 162/min Yellow 1

SpO2 (%) 96 White 0

Neurology Poor tone Yellow 1

Feeding Not feeding Pink 2

Parental Concern Some concern Yellow 1

Glucose (mmol/l) 1.6 Pink 2

Total score 8



Thank you –
now over to 
Oliver for 

ESCALATION
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