British Academy of Childhood Disability-Castang Foundation 2020 research award: Call for Expressions of Interest

Background
The British Academy of Childhood Disability (BACD) and The Castang Foundation support UK research that includes children with neurodisability and their families. BACD and The Castang Foundation are working together to invite research applications to improve the evidence around what treatments and interventions are effective, or not effective for children and families. BACD operates as a specialty group of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, and as the UK branch of the European Academy of Childhood Disability. See http://www.bacdis.org.uk/about/. BACD’s aims include encouraging debate and promoting research into outstanding questions in childhood disability. The Castang Foundation is a charity that funds UK neurodevelopment and neurodisability research. See http://castangfoundation.org.uk/.
The BACD-Castang Foundation 2020 funding award
The aim of the award will be to gather pilot and feasibility data that leads to an application for a large definitive National Institute for Health Research, Medical Research Council, Wellcome Trust, or Charity funded study into treatments or interventions for children with any type of neurodisability. A key impact of the research will be that the research had the potential to make a real difference to the lives of children with neurodisability and their families within 3-5 years of the definitive application.

The topic for this call is: ‘Using data linkage from parents and/or young people, health, social care and education to answer an important and focused childhood neurodisability research question, creating a publicly available manual about how other researchers can do this in the future, and forming a national network to undertake future research.’
1. Scope: Data linkage from parent/young person reported data, NHS data, education data, social care data
2. Population: Children and young people with any type of neurodisability, and their families.

3. Setting: Young person/parent reported data, NHS, Education, Social care
4. Context: Applicants must build on existing resources or datasets
5. Study design: To be determined by applicants. 
6. Important outputs: The primary aim must be to answer an important research question via data linkage. The main secondary aim must be to create a manual about how other researchers can do this in the future, which is made publicly available online through both BACD, The Castang Foundation, and the host organisation. The expectation is that the successful applicants would also form a national network to undertake future research.
Applications that include support for early career clinical researchers would be particularly welcomed, as would applications that included added value by way of resources from the applicant site (funded research time, or a degree of matched funding). Applicants are encouraged to include stakeholders based in the NHSE, Education and Social Care settings in their team. Applications from multi-centre consortia are encouraged.
BACD is a multidisciplinary organisation and applications from any clinical/clinical academic discipline are invited. Applicants whose posts are clinical and do not include defined time for academic activity should very clearly state their research experience, or show that they are connected to or part of an experienced neurodisability clinical academic research group. Principal Applicant or other salary costs can be included in the funding request, consumables, travel and dissemination costs. At least one applicant must be a member of the BACD, or become a member of the BACD prior to the full application stage. See http://www.bacdis.org.uk/membership/.
Up to £50 000 funding is available for UK research projects lasting 12-18 months. Where it is essential that the Research Ethics process is part of the funding period, applicants will need to justify the rationale for that clearly, and show that the ethics process and study are feasible within the funding period.  Please note that the EoI stage requires only a statement that the project is feasible within the funding available. Detailed costings should be presented at the full application stage.

The BACD Strategic Research Group will administer the call for proposals, and review process. SRG members and co-opted colleagues from across the UK will review proposals and make a recommendation for funding to The Castang Foundation Trustees. The Castang Foundation will then make the funding award.
How to apply

There is a two-step application process:
1. An Expression of Interest form on pages 3-6 should be completed and submitted to Kelly.Robinson@rcpch.ac.uk by Sept 25th 2020.
2. Shortlisted applicants will be informed by 16th October 2020, and invited to submit full applications by 27th November 2020.
Funding will be awarded in December 2020; the project must start before or during March 2021.
Expression of Interest (EoI) form
This form should be completed in 11 point Calibri text. No alterations to the page margins should be made. The EoI should start with this page and not exceed two pages; applications exceeding this will not be considered for review. Applicants should complete all sections of the form – individual sections do not have word limits. The 3rd and 4th pages should include CV details of the lead applicant, and brief details of co-applicants. A single page including up to 10 key references may be added. You may delete this guidance text.
Project title:

Lead applicant name and email address:
Co-applicant names and organisations:
Lead Institution (where the grant would be administered):

Background
Early career researcher included Yes/No (if yes please add details)
Added value by way of resources from the applicant site available Yes/No (if yes please add details)
Confirmation this study can be carried out within the £50k available, within 12-18 months Yes/No 
Specific aims/objectives

Methods

PPI work that has been completed, or will be completed by time of full application

Analysis plans

Initial output, including how the project will lead to outputs that can be used in a subsequent funding application

Impact that these data and any future study would have within 3-5 years of the follow on study’s end

End of EoI page 2. A maximum of 2 pages of lead applicant CV and co-applicant details should follow

Lead applicant CV

Brief details of co-applicants
Do not exceed 4 pages for this EoI
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