urbanism + landscape

Client: Cairn Homes
Completed: October 2018
Address: Orwell Rd, Rathfarnham, Rathgar, Co. Dublin

Formally the site of a 19th Century residence, Marianella became the location for a Redemptorist Monastery
in the 1960’s. With a planning permission for residential development granted in 2009, Ait were appointed by
Cairn Homes to be the Landscape Consultants for the construction stage of the development which began in
January 2016.

Creating rich, vibrant, and verdant spaces was a key design goal for the over-podium courtyard gardens. This
was achieved by selecting a carefully considered planting palette and the clever use of ‘borrowed landscape’
features such as existing mature tree stands in neighbouring sites.

The landscape strategy in relation to the public park and the residential green spaces is to provide a high-quality
amenity for residents and the local community while preserving the character of the site. The site contains a
number of existing mature trees which have been sensitively incorporated into the public park and were used
as the inspiration for the tree trail within the scheme. The public park, which hosts a variety of spaces for leisure
activities, including a small playground and a kickabout area doubling as an attenuation basin, also includes a
number of bespoke elements such as a tree trail information panel and bespoke bench seating.
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The large, mature trees to be found in Marianella Gardens are

an inheritance from two main periods of historical tree planting.

The first dates back to the late 19th Century when a private resi-

dence Faunagh stood on these lands. The largest and oldest g o I
trees to be seen in the park, amongst them the Evergreen Oaks,

Yew and exotic Conifers (Wellingtonia, Cedar and Fir) are from 0 O

this period.

The next substantial phase of tree planting ocurred during the
1960's when Marianella was the site of a Redemptorist monas-
tery and the near mature Beech, Limes, Maples and Plane tree
were planted.
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In redeveloping this area as a public park an additional 70 trees @ .
have been planted to enhance the park setting and to ensure a
continuous cover of mature tree for future generations to enjoy. NORTH

(1)Alder (8) Giant
Alnus glutinosa Redwood

Anative Irsh tree (Feamdg) suited to damp Sequoiadendron giganteum
areas such as beside lakes and rivers. In
ancient times Alder trunks were used to make An exotic conifer fovoured for the demense of
B2 ) 1 large houses in the 19th century. This tree
shields z was planted in the gardens of the original
House.
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Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’

~ Anintroduced species to Ireland the Norway
- maple (Mailp Lochlannach) is a common tree
- planted in amenity areas and can be found

ghalda). Once abundant
centuries of harvesting without
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